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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 13-20 have been withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected group I, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Although Applicant states election with traverse in the reply filed 
2/13/06, the election is treated as without traverse since Applicant did not provide 
argument regarding the restriction requirement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anderson et al. (6232880). 

For claim 1, Anderson et al. teach an apparatus for controlling an animal, said 
apparatus comprising: an animal collar assembly worn by an animal (col. 14, lines 25- 
45); a detector for detecting a transmitted signal indicating said detector is located 
within a first zone (col. 4, lines 37-41); a correction signal generator coupled with said 
detector and configured to apply a first sequence of correction signals transmitted to 
said animal for controlling said animal (col. 6, lines 5-12 & col. 14, lines 25-45); wherein 
said correction signal generator is further configured to apply a second sequence of 
correction signals transmitted to said animal for controlling said animal and wherein said 
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second sequence is different from said first sequence; and wherein said correction 
signal generator is further configured to apply said second sequence of correction 
signals if said animal does not leave said first zone in response to said first sequence of 
correction signals after a period of time. Note the functional/intended use language of 
"configured". The signal generator of Anderson et al. can be "configured" to perform a 
variety of function if one wishes to do so since it is functional use of a device. 

For claim 2, Anderson et al. teach a random time interval generator coupled with 
said correction signal generator and wherein said second sequence of correction 
signals is applied in response to said random time interval generator (col. 7, lines 54-56 
&col. 8, lines 15-22,50-67). 

For claim 3, Anderson et al. teach wherein said second sequence of correction 
signals comprises a randomized sequence of signals (col. 7, lines 54-56 & col. 8, lines 
15-22,50-67). 

For claim 4, Anderson et al. teach wherein said randomized sequence of signals 
comprises random intervals between application of each successive signal in said 
randomized sequence of signals (col. 7, lines 54-56 & col. 8, lines 15-22,50-67). 

For claim 5, Anderson et al. teach wherein said correction signal generator is 
configured to transmit at least one sound in the audible range of said animal as said first 
sequence of correction signals and as said second sequence of correction signals (col. 
6, line 3 & col. 8, line 19). 

For claim 6, Anderson et al. teach wherein said correction signal generator is 
configured to transmit an electrical stimulation to said animal in said first sequence of 
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correction signals and in said second sequence of correction signals (col. 8, lines 15-22, 
col. 1 1 , lines 46-65). Note, again, the use of functional language of "configured". 
Anderson's generator can be configured to transmit an electrical stimulation to said 
animal in said first sequence of correction signals and in said second sequence of 
correction signals if one wishes to program it to do so. 

For claim 7, Anderson et al. teach wherein prior to generation of said second 
sequence of correction signals, said correction signal generator is configured to 
generate successive sets of correction signals wherein each of said successive sets of 
correction signals has a voltage magnitude greater than the immediately preceding set 
of corrections signals (col. 8, lines 15-22, col. 1 1 , lines 46-65). Note, again, the use of 
functional language of "configured". Anderson's generator can be configured to 
generate successive sets of correction signals wherein each of said successive sets of 
correction signals has a voltage magnitude greater than the immediately preceding set 
of corrections signals if one wishes to program it to do so. 

For claim 8, Anderson et al. teach wherein each of said signals in said first 
sequence of correction signals is separated by a separation interval and wherein said 
separation interval decreases with each successive signal of said first sequence of 
correction signals (col. 7, lines 50-67, col. 8, lines 15-53, col. 14, lines 1-17). 

For claim 9, Anderson et al. teach wherein said detector is further configured to 
determine a period of time in said first zone after detection of said transmitted signal 
indicating said detector is located within said first zone. Note, again, the use of 
functional language of "configured". Anderson's detector can be configured to determine 
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a period of time in said first zone after detection of said transmitted signal indicating said 
detector is located within said first zone if one wishes to program it to do so. 

For claim 10, Anderson et al. teach wherein said generator is configured to apply 
said second sequence of correction signals if said time exceeds a predetermined period 
of time. Note, again, the use of functional language of "configured". Anderson's 
generator can be configured to apply said second sequence of correction signals if said 
time exceeds a predetermined period of time if one wishes to program it to do so. 

For claim 1 1 , Anderson et al. teach wherein said detector for detecting said 
transmitted signal is configured to detect a strength of said transmitted signal and 
wherein said strength of said transmitted signal is related to positioning within said first 
zone. Note, again, the use of functional language of "configured". Anderson's detector 
can be configured to detect a strength of said transmitted signal and wherein said 
strength of said transmitted signal is related to positioning within said first zone if one 
wishes to program it to do so. 

For claim 12, Anderson et al. teach wherein said correction signal generator 
utilizes said strength of said transmitted signal to determine the magnitude of the initial 
correction signal applied (col. 6, lines 44-67, col. 7, lines 57-67, col. 8, lines 54-67 and 
col. 9, lines 1-16). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6889. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu from 10:00am to 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). a ^ 
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